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PRAYER FOR THE MISSION IN CAMBRIDGE 


Oh Lord Jesus Christ, Who art the same, yes- 
terday, today and forever, come among us tonight 
in Thy compassion and Thy power; unstop our 
deaf ears to hear Thy Word, and open blind eyes 
to see Thy Glory; raise the dead to newness of 
life; and make the lame to walk in Thy ways; 
heal all the diseases of our souls; and cause the 
dumb to sing Thy praise; for the glory of Thy 
great Name. Amen. 
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Dr. William C. Robinson’s Report On The 


Billy Graham in Cambridge 
Meeting 


Billy Graham’s ccming to Cambridge was a 
breath from the Sunnv South—a breath laden 
with the warmth cf the Gospel. The American 
press has given factual accounts before this can 
apnear. Here are a few impressions. 


Dr. Billy Graham is a symbol of the rising 
tide of evangelism and the increasing interest 
in conversion in England. This is most marked 
in the Church cf England. Most of the assistant 
missioners were parish clergy of the Church of 
England, the services and most of the overflow 
meetings were in the Churches of the Church 
of England. At the last night, one was agree- 
ably surprised to see how well a cruciform build- 
ing - Great Saint Marv’s - could be used for 
evangelistic purposes. The side pulpit is moved 
to the center facing the isle of the nave. In 
the after meeting the nave was well filled with 
inguirers. At the invitation cf the Evangelist 
most of these came forward and were met at 
the chancel bv Billy and his assistants. As each 
ene came forward, a counsellor came from the 
chancel to join him and the two went to a seat 
in the side aisle. Ere you knew it the whole 
of the building was a beehive of Christian ac- 
tion. The other denominations in England are 
also active. A Presbyterian missionary to For- 
mosa stated that when he was a theological 
student at Westminster College there was no 
evangelistic interest there. This year there were 
prayers at Westminster daily for the Billy 
Graham services and Principal Whitehorn was 
vigorous in his support. The Methodists were 
even more outspoken in support and wrote 
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up one of the sermons as an old fashioned 
Methodist revival sermon. Indeed, at the break- 


fast for theological students, there was almost 
a hundred vercent attendance and a close at- 
tention to Dr. Graham’s appeal for the procla- 
mation of the Gospel in every form of evange- 
lism. 


The reception given Dr. Graham and _ the 
success of the campaign here is a vital evidence 
of the keen religious interest on the part of the 
university students. The group directly inviting 
Dr. Graham was the Cambridge Inter-Collegiate 
Christian Union, whose earlier campaigns have 
been recorded in the two volumes by Dr. Pol- 
Ieck. A Cambridge Movement and The Cam- 
bridge Seven. The students contributed some 
1500 pounds for the local expenses cf the cam- 
paign, they arranged Saturday evening Bible 
stuciog ond Sunday evening nreaching services 
at Trinity Church each week end before the 
snecial services began. innumerable prayer meet- 
ings, squashes, teas and testimonies so that the 
Campus was alive with Christian witness even 
before the Evangelist arrived. The amount of 
time and work and prayer and counselling they 
severally did was immense. I shall never forget 
the gowned students, cream of British young 
life, on fire for the Gospel nor the queues four 
deep extending several blocks awaiting the open- 
ing of the doors of Great St. Mary’s Church 
for the Graham meeting. Moreover, the pro 
fessors were increasingly cordial. Dr. Gordon 
Rupp who taught one vear at Emory commented 
on how much Billy Graham had grown since 
the campaign in Atlanta and wrote a very fav- 
erable account for the Manchester Guardian. 
Dr. Norman Sikes described his final sermon 
as oratorv. The sincerity and gracious- 
ness of the evangelist won many critics. 


Most of all, Billy Graham’s Mission to Cam- 
bridge is the concrete witness that the Gospel 
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is the power of God unto salvation. He did 
not try Dr. Bultmann’s program of de-myth- 
clogizing the G~spel in order to make it palat- 


able to the educated. Instead he sought to 
give the Gospel as God has revealed it to us in 
the Bible with its strong emphases on sin, re- 
pentance, faith, the death of Christ, the sacri- 
tice for our sins, and His resurrection the as- 
surance of our justification in Him. He laid 
upon men the responsibility for deciding and 
called for decision. During the preparatory 
services and in the week of preaching not less 
than 500 of the best university minds registered 
‘heir decision for Christ. The way to reach 
the educated is not to water down the message 
until it is scarcely God’s Gospel, but to preach 
the message God has given and pray the Holy 
Spirit to accompany and use His own Word. 
—W.C.R. 


Does It Work? 


A question which every Christian should ask 
himself or herself is this: ‘Has my Christian 
faith made me a different person? Is Chris- 
tianity something which is being demonstrated 
daily in my life as a transforming and empow- 
ering faith, something which men become aware 
ol and for which they give glory to God?” 


As much as we believe in going out and win- 
ning men to Christ one wonders if the greatest 
need of the Church today is not that those who 
bear the name “Christian” shall be Christians 
indeed. 


Suppose that every Church member in our 
community went out tomorrow to live as Christ 
would have him to live? 


Suppose that this be narrowed down to me, 
a Church member, possibly an officer in the 
Church. Generalizations are easy and we all 
would be happy to see other Christians acting 
like Christians should act. But, let us make 
this very personal. “Am I adorning the Name 
of the One Whose Name I bear?” 


This is not something theoretical. It is so 
personal and so practical that we are often un- 
willing to face it. 


The Apostle Paul, writing to the Phillipian 
Christians, pin-points this need for Christians 
living like Christians: “J want to see your lives 
full of true goodness, produced by the power 
that Jesus Christ gives you to the praise and 


glory of God.” And a little further alcng in 
the same chapter: “But whatever happens, make 
sure that your everyday life is worthy of the 
Gospel of Christ.” - (Both taken, from Phillips’ 
translation) . 


Only Christians can live like Christians. Only 
those who seek for and receive the presence and 
power of the living Christ show in their daily 
lives what a Christian should show. 


Is this true with you? —L.N.B. 


“Ecumenical Heresy” 


From a most unexpected source there has 
come a warning to the Christian Church which 
is long overdue. 


Rev. Dr. Ralph Douglas Hyslop, newly- 
inaugurated Professor of Ecumenical Studies at 
Union Theological Seminary, New York, in a 
recent address at Union Theological Seminary, 
said this: ““The Ecumenical Heresy may well be 
the conviction that the reunion of the church 
is the supreme good. in the very moment in 
history when the supreme need is for the re- 
birth.” 


While we are not sure whether Dr. Hyslop 
uses his terms in the evangelical sense, we are 
very sure that, taken at its face value, this warn- 
ing needs to be shouted from the house tops. 
As unpalatable as it may be to some to hear 
it, the very witness of vital Christianity itself 
is at stake. 


‘The great difficulty in the present ecumenical 


movement, is that, to many, ecumenicity has 


been made a doctrine in itself. Furthermore, 
those who have.had the temerity to question 
some of the aspects of the present ecumenical 
movement have been unjustly accused of ob- 
structive. tactics, when, actually they were trying 
to safeguard the vital Christian witness of the 
Church, considering it infinitely more impor- 
tant than. its. ecclesiastical structure. 

There is a great host of. evangelical Protes- 
tants who, with all their hearts, believe in the 
ecumenical Church and who most gladly par- 
ticipate in anything calculated to further the 
unity of Christian brethren . 


At the same time, many have been impressed 
with the undeniable fact that within the 
ecumenical leadership there seem to be so many 
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who have looked upon the organic union of the 
churches as the goal of the ecumenical move- 
ment, rather than the fostering and developing 
the basis of spiritual unity upon which alone 
the truly ecumenical Church must depend. 


Many evangelicals have looked with suspicion 
upon an ecumenical leadership which has so 
cften demonstrated an _ utterly unecumenical 
spirit towards those who try to live by and are 
willing to die for the Christian faith and who 
regard the content and basis of that faith so 
vitally important to the effective witness of the 
Church, not only.in matters of faith but also 
in matters of practice. 


Within Protestantism today there are great 
groups, from various denominations, which prac- 
tice genuine ecumenicity without at the same 
time participating in an organic union of the 
churches of which they are members. This 
ecumenical spirit results from a common faith 
and from a common purpose. Is not that the 
true aim of the Christian Church? 


Also, it is felt that the ecumenical leadership 
has again and again stressed the “disunity in 
the churches,” the “broken body of Christ,” “the 
scandal of Christendom,” and like phrases, in a 
way which distorts and obscures the actual situa- 
tion. 


That Christians may be members of churches 
of different denominations does not mean that 
they have fragmented the body of Christ, nor 
does it mean disunity. It is only when Chris- 
tians over-emphasize their own particular de- 
nomination, or their own particular beliefs hav- 
ing to do with minor doctrines and issues, that 
there is real disunity. 


You can verify this for yourself by consider- 
ing any city or small community. Do you feel 
that there is disunity between yourself and your 
Baptist or Methodist or Episcopal brother? If 
they are true Christians they are your brothers 
in Christ, even though they have differing 
tastes and convictions with reference to matters 
cf lesser importance. The mode of baptism does 
not (or should not) separate Christians. The 
form of service, or lack of it, does not separate 
brothers in Christ. 


Intentionally, or otherwise, much of the 
ecumenical leadership is so set on the organic 
union of the churches that it has distorted the 
picture which exists within Protestantism today. 
There is a unity and there zs a confederation 
of Christian brotherhood which transcends all 
denominational. barriers as well as racial bar- 
riers. However, this unity is a spiritual unity 
and it rests on a spiritual foundation without 
which the term ecumenical becomes a mockery. 


As for Dr. Hyslop’s statement that the su- 
preme need is for a “re-birth” rather than for 
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“re-union”, he has put his finger squarely on 
the main issue. It is the very fact that within 
the ecumenical leadership there are thcse who 
are unwilling to admit that men need to be 


.born again and who refuse to stress the great 


Christian doctrines, doctrines which have come 


down from the very beginning of the Church © 


itself, and which are the part of all the major 
creeds, which has made many evangelicals un- 
willing to follow such leadership into those 
organic relationships which give such leadership 
even greater power in the shaping and directing 
of Protestant work throughout the world today. 


Dr. Hyslop further stated that those who love 
and serve the movement for Christian unity, 
“must surrender that movement and its power 
and prestige to a greater Lord than that con- 
ceived by any institution in history, even the 
institution of the Church.” 


Inherent in all ecclesiastical movements is 


the human weakness which expresses itself in 
an open or sub-conscious desire for ecclesiastical 
power. Church history is replete with the records 
of those to whom have been entrusted such 
power and who have exercised it in a most wn- 
ecumenical way. 


Those evangelicals who have not identified 
themselves wholeheartedly with the _ present 
ecumenical movement are not the less ecumeni- 
cal in spirit, because they have placed things 
of greater importance first in their thinking and 
planning. | 


From several sources there are indications that 
others are beginning to wonder if there is not 
inherent within the present ecumenical move- 
ment the seeds of its own destruction, for that 
movement has only too often shown itself willing 
to play down the very essentials of the Christian 
faith for the sake of outward unification of 
ecclesiastical bodies. _ 


Surely, we should all admit that the message 
of the Christian Church is of infinitely greater 
importance than the structure of the ecclesiasti- 
cal organization by which it is known. Far bet- 
ter a small organization which believes and lives 
by the Christ revealed in the Scriptures than a 
great Church with a diluted faith and an im- 
paired message. —L.N.B. 


Royalty 


Of late all eyes have been turned towards a 
lovely and influential maid of royal line, to 
see what course she would pursue. To us, on 
this side of the ocean, it appears that on the 
one hand there was love - love with dashing 
manhood of valor and of chivalry, a captain in 
the service of her majesty the Queen, while 
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on the other hand there was loyalty to God 
and Church, and to conscience bound to duty. 


There was a time when kings of England 
held that the sovereign could do no wrong: 
he was above the law. Today, the world takes 
note, and with a surge of admiration, thrills to 
see that royalty is under authority. A striking 
contrast within the regal circle will be remem- 
bered by many - an example that the princess 
could readily have taken as her pattern. In 
the former instance, kingly blood defied canon 
law and did violence to propriety and noblesse 
oblige in contracting marriage with a divorcee. 
Society in general was the loser when the Duke, 
doubtless endorsed by thousands, with whom 
high honor rests uneasy when pitted against 
glamour and romance, allowed selfish passion 
to override duty and the demands of kingdom. 
There, was the escutcheon tarnished. 


The momentous and doubtless difficult de- 
cision of the princess, whose depth of tragedy 
and cost we may not be able to estimate, will 
nevertheless give heart to all who put duty above 
self. Many a flagging fighter, many a tempted 
soul, will find fresh vigor for the fray, and 
moral fortification against the Tempter, 
through the noble example set not only before 
England, but the world. “A man shall be as a 
hiding-place . . . and a shelter... ” 


For should princess or prince wed commoner, 
at par, all hearts would leap up at the sacrifice 
of crown rights and the triumph of pure love. 
But for maidenly integrity and reverence, as 
relates to the sacredness of hymeneal bonds, to 
resolve that marriage with a divorced man hav- 
ing a living mate, though deathless love itself 
were slain, should not be contracted - this gives 
heart to all who honor truth and right. When 
conscience prevails over heart, when duty super- 
sedes love, when high ideals are kept inviolate, 
when God is first, here is Royalty indeed! And 
Heaven and earth acclaim. R.F.G. 
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Whither Labor? 


There is a grave need for a careful study 
of what is taking place in America today in 
the name of “organized labor.” To the extremist 
this may seem anti-social. To the politician it 
may look like political suicide. But every in- 
dividual American, regardless of his or her work 
or profession, should be alert-and objective in 
this matter. 


Labor unions have brought untold good to 
the working man cf America. There is now 
evidence that labor leadership is determined to 
become master of the American political scene 
and dictator of national policies. 


Neither capital nor labor has any right to 
exercise power contrary to or above the laws 
of God, and of our nation. 


That in some instances capital has been guilty 
of gross exploitation of labor is a known fact. 
That labor is, in some instances, guilty of vio- 
lence, intimidation, slowed production and 
coercion is also a fact. 


The recent opening of a new headquarters for 
one labor organization in Washington, with 
many others already occupying impressive build- 
ings, shows that, so far as labor leadership is 
concerned, labor has become a political party. 


Despite our limited knowledge of the matter, 
at the moment we. know of five separate places 
where the grossest violence and_ intimidation 
are being carried out to enforce labor’s demands, 
despite the fact that in these particular in- 
stances industry has been the victim, not the 
perpetrator of injustice. 


The situation is desperately serious because 
of its ultimate effects and because, most of all, 
in it the Christian concept is totally lacking. 


There is but one solution - the transforming 
power of Christ in individual lives. Industry 
and management need Christ because all indi- 
viduals need Him. Labor has identically the 
same need. Both need to subordinate their own 
philosophies to the leading of One Who can 
solve every problem. 


The Christian philosophy of labor-manage- 
ment relationships is plainly taught in the 
Scriptures and only that philosophy should pre- 
vail: 


“Masters, give unto your servants that which 
is gust and equal; knowing that ye also have a 
Master in Heaven.” 


“Servants... with good will doing service, 
as to the Lord, and not to men.” 


For a long time man’s inhumanity to man 
was reflected in the grossest exploitation of 
labor. Today the pendulum has swung to the 
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place where there is labor leadership which — 


would exploit the rest of the nation for its own 
ends. 


God alone can adjust the balances. 


Fortunately, there are numerous illustrations 
across America where management and labor 
are working together on terms of mutual respect 
and interest, terms which demonstrate genuine 
Christian principles and which, therefore, work 
for the good of all. 


_ For a general acceptance of these principles 
we should all work and pray, resisting wherever 


it is found, every move to dominate the scene 


locally, or nationally, by anything else. 
—L. N. B. 


Church and State 
By Gordon H. Clark 


The Chicago Lutheran Theological Seminary 
at Maywood wanted a government loan to build 
a dormitory. The Housing and Home Finance 
Agency denied their request on the ground that 
it would violate the principle of the separation 
of Church and State. 


So it might. And with the government's repu- 
tation for lax financial procedures that would 
not be tolerated by an honest business concern, 
loans to ecclesiastical bodies could always raise 
the issue of favoritism. 


But if there should be no such loans to Luth- 
erans, how is it that the government made a 
forty-year low interest loan to St. Joseph’s Col- 
lege, a Romanist institution, in Rennselaer, In- 
diana? Perhaps it is because the Roman church 
does not believe in the separation of Church 
and State that they are given such loans. 


Or perhaps it is special treatment awarded 
to Indiana. In Indianapolis in the last few 
years there has been a board cf censors, appoint- 
ed by the Superintendent of Education, to ex- 
amine the books used in the public schools. 
This board of censors was composed exclusively 
of Romish priests. 


Then, just recently, the Romanists have cre- 
ated huge crucifixes in the public parks of some 
northern Indiana towns. This was done by the 
permission of the government officials. 


But it is highly un-American to grant a loan 
to Lutherans. The State must in no way aid 
Protestants. 
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Friends: 


The meeting of the Board of Directors of 
the Mountain Retreat Association in Montreat 
oi: November 5th was a called meeting. You 

niay be interested in the following actions ates: 
were taken: 


1. The Board of Directors heard and con- 
sidered the report prepared by the Finance 
Committee regarding the receipts from the of- 
fice of the General Assembly and their disburse- 
ments, and the Capital Indebtedness of the 
Mountain Retreat Association. The Board went 
on record as finding this report entirely satis- 
factory, and authorized its distribution to the 
trustees of the Mountain Retreat Association. 


2. The Board of Directors unanimously voted 
“that the Board of Directors has the fullest 
confidence in the Board of Trustees of Mon- 
treat College and we would assure the Church 
that under no circumstances will we sanction 
an institution in Montreat which is not owned 
and controlled by some agency directly respon- 
sible to the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.” 


3. The Board of Directors voted “that due 
to the unusual relationship of the Montreat Col- 
lege to the Mountain Retreat Association it is 
the judgment of this Board that the recent sug- 
gestion of the trustees of Montreat College that 
they be elected directly by the General Assem- 
bly would prove impracticable and possibly con- 
fusing. For that reason we declined to concur 
in this suggestion.” 


4. The Board voted to approve the placing 
of a tablet in memory of Dr. James Robert How- 
erton in Howerton Hall. This tablet is being 
provided by the family. ‘The wording on the 
tablet is as follows: 


“Howerton Hall, erected in 1950, to the 
Glory of God and in Memory of James 
Robert Howerton, D.D., L.L.D., 1861-1924. 
He envisioned the value of Montreat to the 
Kingdom of God, inspired and led the move- 
ment to acquire the property for the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States, and 
served as the First President of Montreat, 
1906- 


With warmest personal ‘regards, 
Most cordially yours, 


C. Grier Davis 
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ASHEVILLE, N. C. 
November 21, 1955 


Dear Friends: 


Re: The Policy of Montreat for the Entertain- 
ment of Negroes. 


In 1950, the Board of Directors appointed a 
committee, composed of C. Grier Davis, J. Mc- 
Dowell Richards and L. Nelson Bell, to study 
the place of Negroes in Montreat Conferences. 
The committee made a careful study of all 
the factors involved in the Montreat situation: 
that Montreat is a North Carolina municipality 
where 78 families make their home, that Mon- 
treat is the summer home of 250 families, that 
Montreat is the vacation ground for 1741 chil- 
dren and young people for whom a summer 
program is provided, that Montreat is a place 
where 131 white young people and 18 Negro 
young people work each summer and that Mon- 
treat is the place provided by the Assembly for 
the training of the leadership of the Church. 


The following policy was recommended and 
unanimously adopted: “That for all adult 
groups now coming to Montreat conferences 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., including 
meetings of the General Assembly, provision 
shall be made for entertainment on a non-segre- 
gated basis. That the Board of Directors in- 
struct the management to make provision for 
the entertainment of Negrces in a part of Fel- 
lowship Hall and the Cafeteria. 


“That such groups shall be on a proportion- 
ate representative basis as at present. 


“That other adult Church groups, such as 
the Western Section of the Alliance, may also 
be entertained on the same basis, at the discre- 
tion of the Montreat management. 

“That owing to the multiplicity of problems 
involved, the Board of Directors feels that in 
the future, it cannot entertain Negro delegates 
to the Young People’s Conferences. This action 
does not apply to the meeting of the Young 
People’s Council.” 


At the time of its adoption this policy was 
more liberal than that followed by other con- 
ference grounds in Western North Carolina 
and other institutions in the Presbyterian 
Church in the USS. 


Each year since its adoption the Board has 
considered requests that this policy be amended 
and in each case has reaffirmed its conviction 
the policy should be continued. 


The General Assembly took action regarding 
segregation on June I, 1954. On June 16th the 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees appointed 
a committee composed of C. H. Patterson, S. 
Wilkes Dendy, Frank A. Mathes, and Philip 
Howerton to consider the meaning of that action 
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for Montreat. That committee reported to the 
Annual Meeting cf the Trustees in August, 1954. 


The report was as follows: “Your Committee 


. appointed by the Chairman on June 16 ,1955, 


sought to evaluate the present policies on en- 
tertainment of Negroes at Montreat in the light 
of the action of the General Assembly and in 
the light of the feeling on the part of many 
people that there are un-Christian implications 
inherent in segregation. All aspects of the situa- 
tion were investigated as time permitted. 


“Our recommendation takes cognizance of 
the following pertinent aspects of the problem 
here. | 


1. The present entertainment policies are 
now more liberal than any other conference 
center in this area. 


2. For a number of years the management has 


sought to lead the Church by giving equal treat- 
ment to Negro delegates in our buildings and 
cafeteria. 


3. The directors are working toward advance 
steps as socn as more liberal policies can be 
inaugurated without undermining or endanger- 
ing the good relations which now exist. 


4. When necessary, special exceptions are be- 
ing made in order to evidence a spirit of intel- 
ligent brotherhood and build goodwill for a 
more enlightened ‘future. 


5. The time has not yet arrived when mixed 
recreation of youth groups can be handled in 
Montreat without needless misunderstandings 
and repercussions. 


6. That Montreat being both a community 
and a conference center requires parallel policies 
to prevent chaos. This demands at this time 
intelligent educaticn and patient experimenta- 
tion rather than change and rule by directive. 


7. The present time is one of exceptional ten- 
sion in many states owing to the school situation 
and not conducive to well balanced judgment, 
especially in the realm of change. 


8. A little patience today will pay dividends 
in future good relations. Your Committee rec- 
ommends the following in the light of the 
above: 


1. That the over-all policies be continued for 
the present. 


2. That a committee of the Trustees be ap- 
pointed to keep in touch with all phases of 
the situation pertinent to this question and 
make a report next year bringing to the atten- 
tion of the Trustees any valid criticism from 
any authorized Assembly agency with suggested 
appropriate corrective action.” | 
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Mr. George H. Wright, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Christian Relations, then a Trustee 
of Montreat, pointed out that the action of the 
Assembly is a statement of principle, that it 
is not the law of the Church, and that each 
court and the Trustees of each institution of 
the Church should take such action as may be 
deemed wise when all factors in each situation 
are taken into account. 


The intention of the General Assembly is 
clearly stated in the paragraph which precedes 
the recommendations regarding segregation. 
. The General Assembly does not direct 
that certain changes in educational and cul- 
tural patterns be adopted. On the other hand, 
the Council understands that the General As- 
sembly may properly urge the adoption of such 
changes in the practices of the Church.” (The 
Minutes of the 94th General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S., 1954, page 193) . 
The important words in this paragraph are 
“direct” and “urge.” In the printed minutes 
these words are in italics. 


The report of the committee was freely and 
fully discussed and was unanimously adopted. 
The committee was continued and requested 
“to keep in touch with all phases of the situa- 
tion pertinent to this question.” The chairman, 
Dr. C. H. Patterson, was not present at the 
1955 meeting of the Trustees. He addressed a 
letter to the President saying that no matters 
were referred to his committee during the year. 

With warmest personal regards, 
C. Grier Davis 


The Seven Sons of Sceva 


By Rev. Cothran G. Smith, D.D. 
Pastor First Presbyterian Church 
Christiansburg, Va. 


(Acts 19:10-20) “We adjure you by Jesus, 
whom Paul preacheth.” v. 13. There was no 
question about the subject of Paul’s preaching. 
Ask the sons of Sceva. They will answer: “He 
preached one Jesus.” And with what effective- 
ness . . . “All Asia heard the word of the 
Lord Jesus.” V.10 “God wrought special mir- 
acles by the hands of Paul.” v. 11. “So mightily 
grew the word of God and prevailed.” v. 20. 
All hail the power of Jesus’ Name! 


In the 13th verse there is much incidental 
evidence of the Christian triumph. The sons 
of Sceva looked on, saw wonder after wonder, 
diseases healed, evil spirits driven out, the 
blackest hell driven out of the heart! It was 
better than the best Ephesian magic. Then they 
boldly tried to work it themselves. In so doing 
they signed certificates to the genuine wonder 
of the power cf Christ. Christ was no cheat. 
Paul was no fake and they knew it. 


The seven sons of Sceva attempted to enter 
the ministry the wrong way. V. 13. They “took 
upon them to call over them which had evil 
spirits the name of the Lord Jesus.” Men do 
not take upon themselves the vocation of proph- 
ecy. With Jeremiah it was like a fire shut up 
in his bones. Jeremiah 20:9. The ministry is 
nothing unless it is a calling of God, impossible 
to evade. Most of the ministers that we know 
intimately are men who have been laid hold 
of by God. They did not take it upon them- 
selves. And this is the case of all true Christian 
workers. Paul had to be stricken with blind- 
ness! 


Their fatal mistake . . . They knew nothing 
about the Name with which they tried to cast 
out devils. “We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul 
preacheth.” V.13 The sacred power of salva- 
tion will not pass through unhallowed hands. 
The sincerity of the messenger is a condition 
of the message. We must know Jesus if we 
will make Him known. The man once healed 
of his blindness will always say, “One thing I 
know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see.” 
John 9:25. 


The seven sons of Sceva are living today... (1) 
The man who wants to use the name of Christ 
without submitting to His power. (2) Commer- 
cial sales promotion through the church. (3 
The politician who affects piety. (4) The loyal 
member of service club or secret order who 
substitutes Christian ideals of the organization 


for the Church. (5) The man who teaches 


Christian ideals without feeling the force of 
them in his own heart. (6) The man who clings 
to creeds and catchwords of the past but has 
no personal experience of Christ in the circum- 
stances of today. (7) The superstitious man. 


The seven brothers have seven sisters (daugh- 
ters of Sceva.) (1) The bride who carries a 
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white Bible under an orchid but knows nothing 
of what the Bible teaches. (2) The mother who 
thinks Christian baptism will help her child 
in spite of worldly teaching and example at 
home. (3) The hostess who seeks the joy of 
Christmas withcut Christ, un-Christian social 
functions, Christmas liquor. (4) The palm 
reader, fortune teller and her visitors. (5) The 
dabbler in Astrology, signs of the zodiac. (6) 
The woman who turns to prayer as magic, with- 
out penitence. (7) religious worldly 
woman. There is an honest worldliness and 
there is a church going worldliness. 


The evil spirit turned on the _ pretenders, 
tore off their priestly robes cf pretense, pre- 
vailed against them and beat them out of the 
house. Even the demons turned out to be 
allies of Christ against His hypocrites. ‘This 
was known to all the Jews and Greeks dwelling 
at Ephesus. v.17. Fear fell on them. The name 
of the Lord Jesus was magnified and prevailed 
over heathen superstiticn. Like the “holocaust 
of vanities” in the time of Savonarola, there 
was a great bonfire kindled for the books of 
magic. Ephesian “letters” valued at about 
$10,000 were destroyed. 


Thoughts From Psalm 119 


Section 15 : SA-MECH : Key-words; “Hiding 
place,” and “shield”: “Thou art my hiding 
place and shield”; Verse 114. There are times 
when we wish to “hide”: in a storm, when the 
wind is blowing, the lightning flashing, the 
rain pouring down. “And a man shall be as 
an hiding place from the wind, and a covert 
from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry 
place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary 
land.” 


God created a beautiful world, and in this 
He planted a beautiful Garden, and in this 
Garden He placed the man and the woman 
whem He had made in His own image: He saw 
everything that He had made, and it was “very 
good.” 


I. Then Satan came: 


Came like a serpent, more subtle than all 
the beasts of the field, and his slimy and crooked 
trail begins and winds itself into every nook 
and corner of the world; into homes, and com- 
munities, and nations. 


Came like a roaring lion, seeking whom he 
may devour. 


Came as the adversary and accuser and se- 
ducer of mankind. | 


II. Then Sin came: 


As a terrible slavery, making lives bitter with 
hard bondage. The man who was made to be 
a “king,” became a captive and slave. 
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As a horrible disease, creeping crab-like as a 
cancer; as loathsome and unclean as leprosy. 


III. Then the Storms came: 


Came in the natural world. The Flood, and 
ever since then there have been tornadoes anid 
hurricanes and storms, like the storm on Lake 
Galilee. 


Came in the souls of men : like the man 
of Gadara, men have been in the clutches of 
evil spirits, of temptations, of adversity, of al- 
fliction. 


IV. Then the Drought came: 


There are many deserts in the world, like 
the desert of Sahara. Men’s souls became 
parched and dry, and men were “hungry and 
thirsty.” 


V. Then the Heat came: 


There are places like “Death Valley,’ where 
the bones of dead men are scattered beside the 
highway, and the temperature is 128 degrees in 
the shade. 


Men become worn out with the “heat and 
burden of the day.” 


Where shall we hide? Only One place; only 
One Person. 


God promised a MAN. In the fullness of 
time He sent This Man. The first man failed: 
so He sent Another Man. Jesus is our Rock in 
a weary land; the God-man; the second Head 
of the human race. 


_ He alone can hide from sin, for He was made 
sin for us. 


He alone can hide from Satan, for He con- 
quered the devil. 


He alone can hide from the storm; He is Mas- 
ter of wind and wave; of sky and sea; He can 
rid the soul of its storms and bring peace. 


He alone can satisfy the thirst of the heart; 
Let him come to Me and drink. 


He alone can be the shadow of a great rock 
in a weary land : Come unto me all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. 


Do We Really Want Revival? 


Remember the Special Day of Payer, De 
cember 15th, from 10 A.M. to 4 P.M. Come to 
First Presbyterian Church at Weaverville if 
possible. If you cannot come to Weaverville 
then pray with others where you are. 
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Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day © 


Sunday, December 11, II Corinthians 1:1-7. 
There is divine purpose behind the’ suffering 
of a Christian. What is one purpose of suffer- 
ing according to v.4? According to v.5, to what 
extent is God’s comfort able to sustain us in 
time of trouble? According to vv.3-4a, how 
all-inclusive is God’s comfort to us in our vari- 
ous needs? In vv. 3-7 notice that the word 
“comfort” out-numbers the words “affliction” 
and “suffering.” If a Christian does not know 
suffering, can he know of the deep comfort of 
God? If a Christian has not known the comfort 
of God in times of affliction, will he be able 
to bring this comfort to others? In what ways 
has your knowledge of God’s strength in time 
of need enabled you to be a source of strength 
to others? God’s comfort comes to those whose 
lives are surrendered to Christ (4:8-11). 


Monday, December 12, John 14:15-20,25-27. 
What relationship was the Christian to have to 
Christ (vv.18,19,20b,27) after Christ had left 
this earth (v.19)? How would this be possible 
(vv.16-17,26) 2 What is lacking in the _ non- 
Christian’s life that keeps God from having 
fellowship with him (vv.15,21,23)? Study the 
facts about the Holy Spirit given in this pas- 
sage. Who sends Him (v.15)? Where does He 
dwell (v.17)? What does He have 
to Christ (vv.16,26,27)7 What are His func- 
tions (vv.16-17,26) 7 Do you realize that if God’s 
Spirit is in you, Christ Himself actually is in 
vou (vv.18,19-20,27) 7 Are the benefits that are 
given to a child of God according to this pas- 
sage those things you would expect to come 
from a God who is a_ heavenly Father 
(vv.16,26,27) 7 Do you think of God as your 
Father? 

Tuesday, December 13, Isaiah 40:1-5. Warn- 
ings of judgment upon present sin and comfort 
for the future are closely intertwined in Isaiah. 
Immediately following the pronouncement of 
impending judgment upon Jerusalem (39:5-8) , 
the theme of a future restoration is emphasized 
(40:1-5). What connection might 40:2b have 
with 39:6-72? What message is proclaimed for 
Jerusalem after her sin has been punished 
(40:1-2) ? What is the context of the fulfillment 
of the prophecy of vv.3-5? (Luke 3:2-6)? Does 
the prophecy of Isaiah 40:3-5 refer more to 
Christ’s first or second coming? For the Chris- 
tian, God’s judgment has fallen on Christ. How 
do vv.1-2, then, speak to your heart? Do they 
set you at rest? Do vv.3-5 stir in you anticipa- 
tion of Christ’s return? 


Wednesday, December 14, II Corinthians 
7:5-13. Paul had written the Corinthians a 
previous letter (vv.8,12) in which he had re- 
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buked them rather severely (notice I Corin- 
thians 5:1-5). What was the purpose of Paul's 
sending Titus to them (vv.6-7,13-15)? What 
report did Titus bring Paul (vv.6-7,11)? What 
caused this change in the behavior of the Corin- 
thians (vv.8-11)? How did Paul feel toward 
the Corinthian Church (vv.6-7,9,12-13,14,16) ? 
If Paul had written sternly without love in 
his heart, would the Corinthians have respond- 
ed as they did? Notice Titus’ deep regard for 
these people (vv.7,13,15). How much do you 
think the warmth of his affection contributed 
to the success of his mission? Can this same 
love be detected in you, whenever you find it 
necessary to criticize or correct a fellow Chris- 
tian? 

Thursday, December 15, Romans 15:1-6. 
Notice Romans 14:1,13,19-21 for the  back- 
ground of today’s passage. What basic prin- 
ciple do you find in these verses and in 15:1-3 
concerning the Christian’s relation to _ his 
brother? Do you find that you would like to 
change the habits or attitudes of others simply 
that they might be pleasing to you (v.1)? In 
your efforts to please others, do you “keep 
clear” of any area of need in their lives, lest 
you offend them? Is this the kind of “pleasing 
others” Paul speaks of (v.2)? See I Corinthians 
9:1-5 for an example of Paul’s ability to correct 
or edify without causing offense? How do your 
efforts to edify others increase the unity and 
harmony of the church (vv.5-6) ? 

Friday, December 16, Acts 27:21-26. Paul was 
enroute to Rome to be tried before Caesar. Read 
vv.1-20 for the events that lead up to today’s 
passage. How does v.20 depict the desperate- 
ness of the situation? What type of man do you 
find Paul to be in times of danger (vv.21-26) ? 
What made the difference between Paul’s con- 
fidence (v.27-28) and the fearfulness of the 
crew (vv.20,22,25)? Would you have had the 
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faith of v.25? How does your relation to God 
hold you fast in times of need? How did Paul’s 
witness at this particular time meet a _ basic 
need in the lives of the crew? Have you experti- 
enced God’s hand of deliverance in your life in 
times of crisis? Do you acknowledge His help 
to those around you (vv.23-25) ? 

Saturday, December 17, John 10:22-30. Notice 
the tensions in the conversations centering 
around Jesus that set the background for this 
passage (9:30-34; 10:19-21,31-33,39). What do 
you think was the attitude of the hearts of 
the Jews who approached Christ in v.24? What 


evidence does Christ present of His Messiahshi) 
in v.25? How is John 6:1-14 an illustration of 
this evidence? What reason does Jesus give 
for the Jews’ unbelief (v.26)? (Notice also 
John 3:19-21). What is characteristic of a true 
believer in Christ (v.27; John 3:21)? Do you 
think that there is a moral basis for the un- 
belief of those who say they cannot intellectually 
accept certain creeds of evangelical Christian- 
ity? What picture is presented in vv.27-29 of 
the believer’s relationship to God? Is your be- 
lief in Christ accompanied by a genuine trust 
in His keeping power? 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR DECEMBER 18 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Fesus, Man Of Prayer 


Background Scripture: Luke 3:21, 22; 4:42; 5:16; 6:12; 9:18, 28,29; 10:21, 22; 11:1-14 


Devotional Reading: John 17 :13-24 


Our Devotional Reading is a part of Jesus’ great Intercessory Prayer, His High Priestly Prayer, 
the most beautiful prayer in the Bible. He is praying for His disciples, those who were with Him 
when He spoke these words, and those who should afterwards believe on His name. (20,21) 
In the answer to the question about the work of Christ as our High Priest we are told in our 
Catechism that part of this work is “making continual intercession for us.’”” In Hebrews 7:25 we 


read, “He is able to save them to the uttermost 
that come unto God by him, seeing he ever 
liveth to make intercession for them.” ‘This 
is part of the work of the Holy Spirit also; 
He makes intercession with groanings which 
cannot be uttered. It is a wonderful comfort 
to us to know these facts. Let us call your at- 
tention to some of the things He prays for in 
this Intercessory Prayer. 


“That they might have my joy fulfilled in 
themselves.” In John 14 He had said, “My 
peace I leave with you.’ His Peace, and His 
Joy! What a legacy! He left no gold or silver 
or estate for His followers to quarrel over, but 
He left them that which cannot be bought with 
silver and gold. He knew that the world would 
hate and persecute them, and they would need 
Peace and Joy. He also knows that they would 
have all sorts of hardships and trials, sickness 
and sorrow and bereavement. They would need 
these two graces. | 


“IT pray ... that thou shouldest keep them 
from the evil’ (evil one). He knew that even 
as Satan had tempted Him and opposed Him, 
so he would beset the path of the disciples. He 
had said to Peter, Simon, Simon, Satan has 
desired to have thee, that he might sift you 
as wheat, but I have prayed for thee that thy 
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faith fail not. How many of us have been kept 
from the evil one! As I look back over my life 
I can see many places and many times where 
the adversary might have gotten the advan- 
tage. I believe that Jesus, my High Priest, was 
praying for me, His weak child and follower. 
Is it not a wonderful comfort and encourage- 
ment to know that He prayed thus for His 
disciples, and that He is still remembering us 
at the throne of grace where He now appears 
as our Advocate and Intercessor? 


“Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word 
is truth.” God has many ways and means of 
sanctifying His children: by His Word; by His 
Spirit; by His chastening, etc. The Truth is 
one of the most valuable means of making us 
holy, of separating us from the world, of en- 
abling us to more and more die unto sin and 
live unto righteousness. He was sending them 
out into the world: they were to be holy men, 
set apart from the world, unspotted by its sin; 
in the world, but not of the world. Just as 
Jesus sanctified Himself for His great work, so 
they were to be sanctified; set apart for a special 
work. The Truth, found in the Word, was to 
be a means of their sanctification. 


He now begins to pray for “all them also 
which shall believe on me.” His special petition 
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is. that they all may be one. The oneness of 
Belief, of Love, of the Spirit; one Lord, one 
Faith, one Baptism, as Paul later expresses it. 
The discord that tears the Church to pieces 
is not the fact of separate organizations or 
denominations. It is the failure to be “of one 
accord, of one mind“ in a local church, or in 
a Presbytery, or Synod, or General Assembly. 
Our most bitter quarrels are not with some 
sister denomination, but among ourselves. I 
have seen this both in a congregation and in a 
Presbytery. ‘The Savior is here praying for such 
oneness of spiritual perception and love and 
life that the Church may stand out before the 
world as unified as the Persons of the Godhead; 
being “one” as He and the Father are one. 
This is a far bigger and better thing than some 
imagine. 


“T will... that they ... be with me where 
I am.” He prays that we may have a safe 
journey Home. Here is a guarantee of the be- 
liever’s security. None of them is lost but the 
son of perdition; all are to be with Him where 
He is. No one can pluck us out of His Hand, 
or His Father’s Hand. Thank God for this 
petition in His Prayer! 


Luke lets us see Jesus as a “Man of Prayer” 
by giving us glimpses of Him as He prayed. 
I have grouped some of these verses which tell 
the story in a simple and beautiful way. 


I. He was Praying at His Baptism: Luke 3:21,22. 


“It came to pass, that Jesus also being bap- 
tized, and praying, the heaven was opened.” 
Prayer opens heaven for us all. ‘There were two 
wonderful things that took place when Jesus 
prayed, and heaven was opened: (1) The Holy 
Spirit descended upon Him in shape of a dove. 
He had been baptized with water, and as the 
water was poured upon His Head, so the Holy 
Spirit was poured out from heaven and sat 
upon Him. (2) A voice ‘came from heaven 
which said, Thou art my Beloved Son; in thee 
I am well pleased. We have all three persons 
of the Godhead present: God, the Son, as He 
was baptized; God, the Spirit, descending from 
heaven; God, the Father, speaking from heaven. 


II. He Sought Quiet Places to Pray: 
5:42; 5:56; G: 


Jesus told His disciples in the Sermon on 
the Mount, When ye pray, enter into thy closet, 
and pray in secret. Jesus’ “closet” was a “desert 
place’; “the wilderness”; ‘““A mountain,’ where 
He spent all night in prayer. He wanted to 
be alone with His Father. Dr. Alexander Whyte 
has a great sermon on this idea of being “Alone 
with God”; every man apart, and their wives 
apart. There are some things which we can- 
not well say unless we are “alone”, he tells us; 
many intimate confessions and bothersome 
questions and the problems that lie nearest 
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to our hearts. It would have been interesting 
if we could have “listened in” on some of these 
prayers when the two Persons of the ‘Trinity 
talked together. The Father and His _ well- 
beloved Son had much to talk about when 
they were “alone.” “All night’; the night be- 
fore He chose the Twelve; they spent in con- 
sultation. 


III. He Prayed with Groups of People, His 
Disciples, and others. 9:18,28; 10:21,22. 


“As He was alone praying, His disciples were 
with Him.” They were witnesses to His prayer 
life. It was natural that they should ask Him 
to teach them to pray. Peter, James, and John, 
have been called the “Inner Circle.” These 
three went with Him up on the Mount of 
Transfiguration. ‘There they saw marvelous 
things; a transfigured Christ; two men, Moses 
and Elijah. There they heard the voice from 
heaven again. As in the case of His baptism, 
heaven was opened in a larger way. Peter never 
forgot this experience, and mentions it in his 
Epistle: (II Peter 1:17,18). 


I am sure that James and John never forgot 
it, too. The third incident in this section 
came right after the Seventy returned and re- 
ported their success. It was a prayer of thanks- 
giving to His Father because He had hidden 
these things from the wise and prudent, and 
revealed them unto babes. Is it not true that 
today the “wise and prudent” are strangely 
blind to simple Christian truth and experience? 
When I try to read some of the books written 
by such men their “confusion of thought’ is 
very evident. It is refreshing to turn from such 
books and real. some masterpiece where great 
doctrines are stated in clear, simple language. 
There are still plenty of “blind leaders of the 
blind,” and many of them teach in our colleges. 


IV. He Taught His Disciples to Pray: 11:14. 

This is Luke’s version of the ‘“Lord’s Prayer.” 
It is the prayer which He taught them to pray; 
a guide to them in their praying. 


“Say, Our Father.” Jesus uses the name 


“Father” very much; “The Father; My Father’; 


“Your Father’; “Our Father.” The family of 
the household of faith is one Family. One 
God and Father of all, Who is above all, and in 
you all. This prayer is for the Christian; those 
that hear the word of God and keep it. Those 
who have been born again; “As many as re- 
ceived Him, to them gave He the power to 
become the sons of God; even to them that 
believe on His name.” All of God’s children, 
from every race under heaven, can look up and 
say, “Abba Father,” Our Father. 


‘Hallowed be thy name.’”’ God’s name stands 
for His character. To take the name of God 
in vain, therefore, is a heinous sin. “They 
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is a timely gift 
of gratitude, at 
Christmastime, to the 


King of Kings 
(You may buy an annuity for someone 
other than yourself, if you prefer.) 


BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 


Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., Dept. E-3 
Atlanta 8, Ga. 


. . whose alumni are serving God and 
man in pulpits throughout the world... 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, S. C. 


that know thy name will put their trust in 
thee.” Profanity is an awful sin because it 
strikes at the holy character of God. 


“Thy Kingdom Come.” Our Catechism tells 
us that when we pray this petition, we are pray- 
ing that Satan’s kingdom may be destroyed, and 
that the kingdom of grace may be advanced, 
ourselves and others brought into it, and kept 
in it, and that the kingdom of glory may be 
hastened. 


“Thy will be done.” “I used to think of 
the will of God with a sigh; now I think of 
it with a song,” said Frances Havergal. 


These petitions concern God and His king- 
dom. Now we come to our needs. We pray 
that we may be Fed; Give us day by day our 
daily bread. We pray that we may be Forgiven; 
Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive; we 
pray that we may be Led; not into temptation, 
but delivered from evil. 
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Passi Gifts to the Board of World Missions 
not only afford you a means of contributing 


substantially to the spreading of the Gospel, 
but also make a very sound investment for 
your funds. Annuity Gifts offer: 


A good income, at a fixed rate, guaranteed 
for life. 
exempt, and the gift itself is partially tax de- 
ductible. 


This income also is partially tax 


Proven safety, backed by our Board's resources 
invested under a competent finance commit- 
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checks from the Board of World Missions, free- 
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is safely invested and none of it used for 
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We have a full-information booklet, “A Guar- 
anteed Lifetime Investment With Mutual Bene- 
fits for Yourself and Others’, a copy of which 
we will be glad to send you on request. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 18 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Christ's Birthday 


Hvmn: “O Come, All Ye Faithful, Joyful 
And Triumphant” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Matthew 
John 1:14. 

Hymn: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

Offering 

Hymn: “O Little Town Of Bethlehem,” 
Stanzas 1 and 2 


1:18-23, 2:1-12, and 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

The purpose of any birthday celebration is 
to honor the one whose birth is being observed. 
Christmas is the celebration of Christ’s birthday, 
but the nature of many of our Christmas activi- 
ties indicates that we may have lost sight of 
the fact that we are supposed to be honoring 
Christ. It is understandable that people who 
are not Christians should make of this day 
something else than a time of giving glory to 
Christ. It is most discouraging, however, when 
Christians allow the unbelieving world to set 
the tone of Christmas. 


All Christmas activities ought to be Christ- 
centered, but we find that many of them are 
self-centered. We are tempted to give a con- 
siderable amount of thought to the gifts which 
we hope to receive. Many of our Christmas 
parties and social functions are entered into 
with an eye to the pleasure they will give us. 
There is certainly nothing wrong with our en- 
joying Christmas, but we miss the whole point 
of the day and the season, if we forget Christ. 


There are other Christmas activities which 
are largely duty-centered. Some of us may do 
our part in the church’s Christmas programs 
simply because we know it is expected of us. 
It is likely that some Christmas cards are sent 
and some Christmas presents given just because 
we know that the people whom we are remem- 
bering will be remembering us. God did not 
give us Christ out of a sense of obligation, but 
because He loved us. If Christmas, for us, is 
purely a matter of fulfilling obligations, then 
we are not really honoring Christ, and we are 
missing the meaning of the day. 


There are still other Christmas observances 
which are truly Christ-centered. There are the 
greetings sent and the gifts given out of love 
for Christ. There are the programs and services 
in our churches which remind us once again 
of God’s wondrous gift of His only begotten 
Son. There are times of private devotion when 
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we join with the angels of old in praising God 
for the fullness of His love and the richness 
of His grace. These are Christ-centered activi- 
ties which do honor to Christ on His birthday. 

It is probable that we have already made 
most of our plans for observing Christmas this 
year, but it is not too late to revise our plans 
to make sure that we shall honor Christ. Our 
speakers will suggest some of the things we can 
do during the coming week to make this Christ- 
mas a meaningful celebration of the birthday 
of our Lord. 


FirsT SPEAKER: 

The week before Christmas is one of the 
busiest of the year for us all. There are many 
activities competing for our attention. It is very 
unlikely that we shall be able to do all the 
things which are clamoring to be done. We shall 
have to make some choices. We shall have to 
decide to do some things while leaving others 
undone. ‘There is a question we can ask our- 
selves to guide us in making our choice. Of 
these things I am called on to do which will 
give the most honor to Christ? If a party con- 
flicts with the program of Christmas music 
your choir is giving, which will come nearer 
to glorifying Christ? If we are really concerned 
about celebrating the birthday of Christ, then 
we should let our regard for Him determine 
the things we do to observe the anniversary 
of His birth. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

What has been said already might indicate 
that Christmas is a time for activity only. We 
are often inclined to think that we are not 
keeping Christmas properly unless we are des- 
perately busy every minute of every day during 
this season. It is a fact, however, that if we 
are so busy doing things that we have no time 
to think, we shall miss one of the most impor- 
tant parts of real Christmas celebration. Christ- 
mas is a time for doing, but it is also a time 
for thinking—for thinking about the real mean- 
ing of the day. In deciding how to spend our 
time during the Christmas week, we must not 
fail to set aside some time for quiet meditation. 
During this time we shall want to let God speak 
to us from His word, we shall want to speak 
to Him in prayer, and we shall want to think 
about the wonder of the great Creator God who 
came into His world to redeem His own crea- 
tures from their sin. If we really hope to honor 
Christ on His birthday, we shall need to spend 
some time thinking about Him. 
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now they’re signing 
PTL decision slips 


The murderous Mau Mau oath has been 
signed by 70 to 80% of the Kikuyu tribe 
members in Kenya Colony’s African reserves. 


Pocket Testament League evangelistic teams, now 
working in these reserves, report that hundreds 


have renounced Mav Mauism and are now 
signing PTL decision slips for Christ! 


KEEP PRAYING FOR KENYA — KEEP PRAYING FOR PTL’'S AFRICA CAMPAIGN 
: ALFRED A. KUNZ, International Director 


The Pocket Testament, League : 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


WRITE FOR FREE COPY fe 
OF OUR QUARTERLY 
MAGAZINE 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 


A birthday is a time for giving, and Christ- 
mas is a time for giving, but do we usually 
put the two together? Birthday presents are 
ordinarily given to the one whose birth is being 
observed. Christmas is the birthday of Christ, 
but are all Christmas presents given to Him? 
We might ask, are many gifts presented to Him 
at all? We are certainly missing the point of 
Christmas, if we bring no gift to the One in 
whose honor the day is kept. 


The question now is what to give Him. When 
thinking about gifts for other people we try 
to determine what they need and what they 
want. There is a sense in which Christ, who 
has “sat down on the right hand of the Majesty 
on high,” does not need anything we can give, 
but we can give Him something that He wants. 
He wants us. He wants our devotion, our 
loyalty, our hearts. Many of us are limited 
in our ability to offer rich gifts to our loved 
ones, but this thing which Christ desires is 
something we all have and which we can all 
give. The best thing any of us can do to honor 
Christ on His birthday is to give Him ourselves. 


One very practical way of expressing our 
devotion to Christ is through unselfish service 
in His name. He said, “Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my breth- 
ren, ye have done it unto me.” The true spirit 
of Christmas giving is not the exchanging of 
gifts, but the sharing of what we have with 
those less fortunate than we in the name of 
Christ. As we make our plans for Christmas, 
let us be mindful of this opportunity to honor 
the Lord on His birthday. 


Hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” 
Stanzas 3 and 4. 
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Church News 


Saluting 862 Churches 


All those who helped in the 1953 Negro Work 
Campaign unite in saluting the 862 churches 
which have given the full amount asked of 
them. Others have paid what they pledged and 
we are most grateful for that, but the 862 have 
now sent in amounts equal to or exceeding 
the full quotas asked of them. 


Nor has this been an easy accomplishment. 
Quotas for these churches ranged from $25 to 
$15,000, with many things occurring to make 
their collections difficult. 

In the first place, interest that was high early 
in 1953 may have lagged considerably by the 
last quarter of 1955. But these 862 congrega- 


tions kept steadily at the job until they had 


finished it. 


In the second place, we have had the Supreme 
Court’s decision and all its attendant contro- 
versy since the campaign pledges were made. 
Some people seem to feel that the Negro Work 
Campaign is somehow involved in this contro- 
versy. This is not true; nevertheless, a few con- 
gregations have quit the field and canceled their 
pledges because of resentment over the segre- 
gation controversy. These 862 may not agree 
with the Supreme Court, or with the expressed 
convictions of our Assembly. But they have re- 
fused to penalize so weak a thing as our Presby- 
terian Negro Work; instead, they have stood by 
and paid in full. 


In the third place, many pastoral changes 
have been made since the campaign in 1953. 
This makes all half finished tasks difficult of 
completion. A number of these 862 churches 
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hive had vacant pulpits and new pastors in 
the past two years; nevertheless, their quotas 
have been paid in full. 


Such persistence and generosity as_ these 
churches display has produced $1,560,000 from 
our denomination. Add to this $60,000 already 
paid by an anonymous Foundation, and we have 
a total of $1,620,000. We salute all who have 
given thus far, but especially the 862 who have 
gone all the way. Let about 250 more churches 
join this select group and the $2,000,000 goal 
will be reached. But time is running out and 
action cannot be much longer delayed. Give 
what you can and do it now. Put checks 
through your own church or make out to Pres- 
byterian Negro Work Campaign and mail to 
Box 1171, Atlanta, Georgia. Indicate the name 
of your church and the gift will be credited 
to it. 


Board of World Missions Actions 


Nashville, Tenn. — Five new missionaries 
were appointed by the Board of World Missions 
in its November meeting that also included 
special reports by churchmen just returned from 
six of the eight lands in which the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., is now doing mission work. 


Appointed for one year as a missionary to 
Formosa is Miss Ruth See, editor of the Youth 
Sunday School material for the Board of Chris- 
tian Education, Richmond, Va. Miss See will 
go out in September, 1956, to take charge of 
the student work at Friendship Center in 
Taiwan, during the furlough of Miss Margaret 
Sells. 


Appointed to service in the East Brazil Mis- 
sion are Rev. and Mrs. David Brainard Leh- 
man, of Dalton, Ga., where he is pastor of 
Atcooga Presbyterian Church. Mr. Lehman is 
a native of Caxias, Brazil, and a graduate of 
Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 
Mrs. Lehman is a native of Troy, N. Y., and 
is a graduate of Houghton College, Houghton, 
Ni 


Rev. and Mrs. Frank Tremaine Lemmon, Jr., 
now serving the Rosewood and Gregory Me- 
morial Presbyterian Church, Prince George, Va., 
have been appointed as missionaries. Their 
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field is to be decided upon by the staff of the 
Board, but probably they will be asked to go 
to Mexico. Mr. Lemmon is a graduate of David- 
son College and Union Theological Seminary, 
Richmond. He is a native of Marion, Va. Mrs. 
Lemmon, born in Thomasville, Ga., is a grad- 
uate of Agnes Scott College, Decatur, Ga., and 
Assembly’s Training School, Richmond. 


The Board also appointed Mr. and Mrs. Guy 
Sibley Mitchell as permanent missionaries to 
Japan. The Mitchells, currently serving a short 
term appointment in Japan as_ educational- 
business missionaries, asked that they be ac- 
cepted for life, and their request was concurred 
in by the Japan Mission. 


The Mitchells are from El Dorado, Ark., where 
he is an elder in the First Church. He is a 
native of Richmond, Va., and she of Newton, 
Kan. Before going out as a missionary in 1953, 
Mr. Mitchell had served as chief chemist of 
Lion Oil Company for ten years. 


Reporting on their recent visit to Brazil, 
Congo, and Portugal missions were Rev. Law- 
rence Bottoms, associate secretary of the Divi- 
sion of Negro Work, and Dr. D. J. Cumming, 
educational secretary. “They traveled with Dr. 
S. J. Patterson, secretary of the Division of 
Men’s Work. The three returned in late Sep- 
tember and have been speaking constantly 
throughout the Church, reporting on the work 
in these three lands. 


Also reporting to the Board was Dr. Hugh 
Bradley, field secretary, who with Dr. C. Darby 
Fulton, executive secretary, had just completed 
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a special visit to mission fields in Korea, Japan 
and Formosa. Chief purpose of the trip for the 
two secretaries was discussion with leaders of 
the Presbyterian Church of Taiwan (Formosa) 
and missionaries serving that land, of the rela- 
tionship of the missions to the national church. 


The Taiwanese Church, chiefly the fruit of 
nearly a century of missionary effort by the 
Canadian and English missionaries, is in the 
process of establishing its General Assembly as 
the high court of the Church. It has requested 
that the missions serving on Formosa come into 
a formal agreement with the new General As- 
sembly concerning the type and degree of co- 
operative evangelistic effort. Of the two mother 
Churches, the Taiwanese have asked the mission- 
aries to be put under the control of the national 
Church, and made members of the presbyteries. 
Of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., the Taiwanese 
have asked a similar agreement, although other 
possible bases for cooperation were listed for 
consideration by this denomination. 


Dr. Bradley, reporting for the secretaries in 
the absence of Dr. Fulton, who was attending 
the annual Mexico Mission Meeting, stated that 
the Presbyterian Church, U-.S., missionaries 
themselves favored maintaining autonomous 
position for their mission, while cooperating 
closely with the national church. In each of the 
consultations during a two week period, the 
Southern Presbyterians presented the so-called 
“Campinas Plan,” now in force in Brazil and 
Mexico, as a relationship that has been satis- 
factory both to the mission and the national 
churches. This plan basically allows the U. S. 
Church mission to remain independent while 
closely cooperating with the national Presby- 
terians. 


Dr. Bradley reported that the Taiwanese in 
each case urged this Church to come into the 
integrated relationship with the national 
Church, but expressed willingness to welcome 
the Southern Church missionaries under a less 
closely binding agreement that would leave 
them under the direct control of their Nashville 
Board. 


Some misunderstandings were cleared up, Dr. 
Bradley said, concerning the relationship of 
the U. S. mission with the Canadian Presby- 
terian mission. The Canadians invited the US. 
missionaries to share in the Formosa work when 
the U. S. workers were driven out of China. 
The English Church missionaries had not fully 
understood the basis for the new (since 1949) 
work in Formosa by the U. S. missionaries. 
He also stated that tremendous progress had 
been made in cooperative efforts of the U:S. 
missionaries with the North Synod in Formosa 
in the last year. 


When the report had been received, the 
Board debated whether, in view of the Taiwan- 
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ese Church’s repeated request that the U. 4. 
mission consider the closer relationship, the 
request should not be acceded to. The conclu- 
sion was that the matter would be further dis- 
cussed at a scheduled conference with officials 
of the Canadian Presbyterian Church Missions 
Board in December, and would be docketed for 
discussion at the January meeting of the U. S. 
Mission Board. 


The Home Base Committee of the Board pre- 
sented an evaluation of the 1955 World Mission 
Conference in Montreat. The Board was asked 
to re-examine the purpose of the conference, 
and the methods used in organization of the 
program each year. Consideration of difficul- 
ties in determining emphasis, speakers, schedule, 
proper use of missionaries, and facilities was 
given, and the staff of the Educational Division 
was commended for the high quality of the 
conference, and for the rapid increase in at- 
tendance (tripled in five years) . 


In two actions of unusual interest, appropria- 
tions were approved for two widely separated 
projects of the Division of Overseas Relief and 
Inter-Church Aid. A sum of $2,500 was approved 
as an inter-church aid grant to the rebuilding 
of the Presbyterian Church House, headquar- 
ters of the English Presbyterian Church, in Lon- 
don. The Church House was completely de- 
stroyed by the second rocket bomb to hit Lon- 
don, in February of 1945. In the disaster the 
general secretary, the foreign mission secretary, 
the financial secretary, and the entire staff of 
10 persons were killed. The English Church’s 
membership of 68,000, plus two major financial 
projects for rehabilitation and evangelism, have 
made it difficult for the Church to finance re- 
building. The gift is ‘in recognition of our 
Presbyterian family solidarity.” 


A similar sum of $2,500, to be provided in 
1956, was voted for the Church of Nias, on 
the Island of Nias, off the southwest coast of 
Sumatra. This Church, the result of work by 
the Rhenish (German) Missionary Society, was 
begun in 1865, and has resulted in a Christian 
membership of 180,000 in a population of 240,- 
000. Financial suffering by all people on the 
island, chiefly as the result of disorganization 
from the war, has made continued help from 
the Rhenish Mission necessary. Recently in- 
augurated efforts by the Roman Catholic 
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Church to take advantage of disorganization 
within the Church of Nias, through establish- 
ment of mission centers and schools, is being 
met by the International Missionary Council 
by a general appeal for funds for an educational 
program and financial support for the ministers 
of the Church. 


In another action, the Board approved the 
Home Base Committee’s recommendations for 
plans for the 1956 Youth Caravan to Mexico. 
Also approved were initial plans for a 1956 
summer workshop at Ometepec, Mexico, for 
American and Mexican youths. The Board will 
underwrite the expenses of a director, and the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., is being invited 
to participate. 


Comparatively few recommendations were 
made from the Fields Committee. Among these 


was the reluctant acceptance of the resignation 


of Miss Julie Hampton, medical missionary in 
Lubondai, Belgian Congo. The Board expressed 
appreciation for her work, and agreed on an 
effective date of December 1, 1955, for the 
resignation. 


The Board also officially voted an expression 
of “deep gratitude and appreciation for the 
sacrificial service’ rendered by Mr. Charles F. 
Davis, Birmingham, Ala., architect. Mr. Davis 
recently completed a special mission to Korea, 


where he advised the mission on construction 


plans for a new school. 


Mr. Curry B. Hearn, treasurer of the Board, 
reported that receipts through October 31st have 
been $2,099,300, of which $1,954,335 came from 
donations, and the remainder from trust and 
annuity funds. This latter figure, Mr. Hearn 
stated, represents 64% of the budget authorized 
for 1955 by the General Assembly. The figure 
for receipts through October is $193,484 higher 
than that for 1954, but expenditures, due to the 
growing missionary force, are up $282,521 over 
1954. The result is that for the year, the Board 
has a net deficit of $134,481 through expendi- 
tures of $2,233,782. 


The Board took action to give further as- 
sistance to its treasurer and its Investment Com- 
mittee, by authorizing Treasurer Hearn to ne- 
gotiate for investment counsel and depository 
service with the First American National Bank 
of Nashville. It also voted to enlarge the In- 
vestment Committee by authorizing the co- 
opting of two investment experts who are out- 
standing Presbyterian businessmen. 


The Mexico Mission Meets 


“Frontier evangelism” was one of the primary 
concerns of the 1955 meeting of the Mexico Mis- 
sion. The members of the Mission gathered at 
“Quinta Suriana,” the Mission house on Lake 
Tequesquitengo, on November 7 for their an- 
nual meeting. 


One of the most stimulating reports came 
from the Committee on Church Extension con- 
cerning a joint survey with the Presbyterian 
Church of Mexico of frontier areas in Mexico. 
The urgent opportunity for evangelism in areas 
around Uruapan, Leon, Tarimoro, and Guada- 
lajara were laid upon the hearts of the mission- 
aries. “Forward with Christ” into the frontiers 
is the prayer of the. Presbyterians of Mexico. In 
partial answer to the evangelistic challenge the 
Mission assigned Rev. Harold Thomas to full- 
time evangelistic itineration around the town of 
Toluka. 


This spirit of progressive evangelism was felt 
even in the face of a very small missionary force. 
The Mission again expressed concern for the 
future because of the large percentage of the 
present missionary force now reaching retire- 
ment age. Many of those retiring are requesting 
extension of active service since there are none 
to fill their places. 


The force of twenty-eight missionaries was 
boosted with the welcome of two new couples, 
the Rev. and Mrs. J. R. Hollandsworth, who 
came as evangelistic missionaries, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Dale Douglass who came as agricultural- 
medical missionaries. These new missionaries 
are now studying the language in Mexico City 
this year. The need is urgent for more young 
men and women to join in proclaiming a living, 
saving Christ to the people of Mexico. 


The Mission meeting was especially important 
and helpful to all because of the presence of 
Dr. and Mrs. C. Darby Fulton. Dr. Fulton, the 
Executive Secretary of the Board of World Mis- 
sions and Field Secretary for Mexico, was able 
to aid in guiding the Mission in _ thinking 
through and formulating many of its important 
policies. 


The importance of our work in education in 
Mexico was also emphasized. Although pro- 
hibited by law from teaching religion in the 
schools, there is an open opportunity to conduct 
Christian homes for students who are attending 
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government schools. Also private schools are 
now being opened by Protestant laymen, with 
religious instruction being offered in nearby 
evangelical churches. 


The chief financial concern has been and con- 
tinues to be the Ometepec hospital in Ometepec. 
Once again the construction of the hospital has 
been stopped because of a lack of funds. The 
Mission is very anxious to complete the new 
work and to establish the Christian Gospel in 
this remote section of Mexico. 


There was expressed, through the fellowship 
of the missionaries and the business of the Mis- 
sion, a spirit of Christian optimism that the 
Church of Christ is marching forward in Mex- 
ico through the grace and strength of Her Head, 
Christ Jesus. 


Submitted for publication to the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal upon the request of the 
Mexico Mission. 


New York — The Rev. Dr. Frank Wilson 
Price, Lexington, Va., former moderator of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. (Southern) , has 
been appointed to direct the joint foreign mis- 
sionary research programs of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches and Union Theological Semin- 
ary, it was announced today. 


In his new capacity Dr. Price will become 
director of the Missionary Research Library, lo- 
cated, at Union Theological Seminary in New 
Yorks and secretary, research committee, Divi- 
sion of Foreign Missions of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches. He will take on both respon- 
sibilities next February 1. 


The General Assembly’s new Permanent 
Committee on Interchurch Relations has been 
called by the Moderator to meet in the Confer- 
ence Room at the Presbyterian Center, 341-B 
Ponce de Leon Avenue, N. E., Atlanta, Ga., on 
Wednesday, January I1, 1956, at 10:00 A, M. 
This will be an organization meeting at which 
the committee will elect its chairman and will 
consider such items of business as may be placed 
in its hands. 


Birmingham, Ala. — November 13 through 
November 20 was observed as Spiritual Enrich- 
ment Week at Wylam Presbyterian Church here, 
with Rev. William A. James, a former pastor, 
delivering daily sermons for the special observ- 
ance. 


Mr. James, ordained by Birmingham Presby- 
tery in 1935, came to the Wylam and Fairfield 
churches to serve immediately after ordination. 
Following five years of service in these two 
churches, he held pastorates in Tennessee and 
New Mexico, and is now engaged in full-time 
evangelistic work. 
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Miami, Fla. — The religion of our grand- 
fathers was an experience; the religion of our 
fathers was a tradition; the religion of their 
sons had become, until recently, an inconven- 
ience,” said Dr. Louis H. Evans, minister-at- 
large for the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., in 
his address to approximately two thousand peo- 
ple at Miami’s recent Festival of Faith. Spon- 
sored by the Greater Miami Council of Churches, 
the third annual Faith Festival was held this 
year at the First Presbyterian Church, Thurs- 
day, November 10. Nine Miami ministers and 
a 100 voice choir from ten local churches took 
part in the program. 

During the same week, Dr. Evans delivered 
a series of messages to students at the University 
cf Miami. 


Atlanta, Ga. — An anonymous foundation 
has made a $250,000 contingent gift to the West- 
minster Schools in Atlanta, according to a recent 
announcement made by Dr. William L. Pressly, 
President of the institution. Westminster Schools 
was founded by North Avenue Presbyterian 
Church in this city. The gift is to be a perma- 
nent endowment of scholarships, payable on or 


_ before July 1, 1957, in installments of $50,000 


for every additional $25,000 raised by the school 
itself. The remaining $50,000 is for endowment 
or other capital use and may be claimed on or 
before July 1, 1957, provided Westminster 
Schools raises $150,000. 


Atlanta, Ga. — The congregation at Ogle- 
thorpe Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, has 
launched a program aimed toward the construc- 
tion of a $100,000 educational building. This 
is the second in a four-phase building program 
cf the 480 member church. 

The chapel, first unit of the church, was fin- 
ished in 1951. Future plans of the six-year-old 
congregation calls for a sanctuary which will 
seat 700 people and the education building 
which is to accommodate a Sunday School en- 
rollment of 600 persons. 


Shelby, N. C. — About 250 women from 
forty-four churches in Kings Mountain Presby- 
tery attended their 49th annual meeting which 
closed at the Shelby Presbyterian Church No- 
vember 10 with election of new committee chair- 
men. 


Elected to offices were: Mrs. David L. Harry 
of Grover, chairman of stewardship; Mrs. 
Graham P. Abernethy, Stanley, chairman of 
Christian education; Mrs. Fred Rhyne, also of 
Stanley, historian; and Mrs. Robert Atchley, 
Rutherfordton, chairman of spiritual growth. 
Mrs, R. L. Ellis, Spindale, is presbyterial presi- 
dent and presided at all sessions. Mrs. Frank 
Dixon of Belmont attended as the esatern Con- 
ference representative. Newly elected officers 
will serve for three years. 
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Standing left to right are the following: Rev. 
A. G. Harris, Jr.. Mr. H. L. Joslyn, Mrs. S. W. 
Thompson, Jr., Dr S. W. Thompson, Jr., Mrs. H. L. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Morehead City, North Carolina 


Rev. Albert G. Harris, Jr. 


Not quite two hundred Presbyterians in 
Morehead City, North Carolina, are building 
a new church which is designed for a member- 
ship of five hundred persons. Construction has 
begun on the first unit, a fellowship hall, which 
will be part of a three phase plan including 
an educational building and a sanctuary. 


At the recent ground-breaking ceremony five 
of the charter members were present as Mr. H. L. 
Joslyn lifted the first spadeful of dirt. 


A new phase in the life of the twenty-six- 
year-old church will begin when the move is 
made from the old buildings to the new. A 
wooden structure which has been gradually en- 
larged and two wooden dwellings which have 
been acquired for educational use will be vacat- 
ed on January 1, 1956. The members of the 
congregation have been renovating a_ brick 
house on the new property which will provide 
ten classrooms, an office, and a parlor adjacent 
to the fellowship hall where worship services 
will be held. 
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Joslyn, and Mr. Alex Lewis. In the background 
the Church School House. Photograph by Jerry 
Schumacher of Morehead City, North Carolina. 


The first unit will cost $54,000 and the total 
cost is expected to be between $200,000.00 and 
$250,000.00. The Chairman of the Committees 
responsible for the building are: Mr. R. B. 
Howard, Finance Committee; Mr. K. W. Prest, 
Needs Committee; Mr. M. N. Goodwin,, Plans 
Committee; and Mrs. J. D. Holt, Decoration 
Committee. Mr. Charles Boney of the Leslie 
Boney Firm of Wilmington is the architect and 
Wilton & Morton of Newport are the general 
contractors. 


From the spring of the year to late in the 
fall visitors from all over North Carolina and 
many other states worship in this church while 
they are enjoying the sporting and recreational 
opportunities for which Carteret County is well 
known. 


Mooresville, N. C. — Dr. James T. Cleland, 
Professor of Preaching at the Divinity Shcool, 
Duke University, was lecturer at the Ashlin 
White Bible Lectures, presented recently at the 
First Presbyterian Church in Mooresville. 


The lectures have been presented yearly since 
1944 as a memorial to the late Dr. Robert Ash- 
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lin White, pastor of the First Church for twenty 
years. Dr. Cleland delivered a series of seven 
sermons on the general theme, “Paul’s Gospel 
of Deliverance.” 


Mooresville, N. C. — A leadership training 
school, held here at Prospect Church the week 
of November 6, afforded an opportunity for all 
Presbyterian teachers and leaders in this area 
to hear about methods and techniques in their 
fields of service. 


Raleigh. N. C. — Archie W. McLean, Pres- 
byterian layman from Rocky Mount, N. C., was 
elected chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
the North Carolina Presbyterian Foundation at 
the board’s meeting here November 7. 


Joseph W. Grier from Charlotte was elected 
vice-chairman and Dr. Harold J]. Dudley, Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Synod of North Carolina, 
was named secretary. 


The following committee members were 
named at the Raleigh meeting: Executive: the 
officers and Charles G. Rose of Fayetteville; 
Finance: Tully D. Blair, Winston-Salem, chair- 
man, and two members, John A. Williams, 
Raleigh, and Dr. Malcolm Murchison, Concord; 
Publicity: W. Roy Robinson, Gastonia, chair- 
man, and two members, Dr. Chester Alexander, 
Burlington, and D. M. Calhoun of Elizabeth- 
town. 


Shelby, N. C. — Rev. George Riddle, pastor 
of the Cherryville Presbyterian Church, Cherry- 
ville, N. C., and chairman of Church Extension 
for Kings Mountain Presbytery, conducted the 
first evangelistic series at the new Knox Presby- 
terian Chapel in Shelby. Mr. Riddle spoke each 
evening, November I4 through November 19. 


Bennettsville, S. C. — Nine Presbyterian 
churches in this area cooperated in a five-day 
School of Religion. First Church, Bennettsville, 
one of the nine, was host church for the school. 
Co-sponsors were the Presbyterian churches at 
Blenheim, Cheraw, Clio, Carolina, Dunbar, 
McColl, Patrick, and Society Hill. There were 
five two-hour sessions, each evening from No- 
vember 13 through November 17. 


Clinton, S. C. — An anonymous gift of 
$75,000 to Presbyterian College’s Diamond Jubi- 
lee Development Program has been announced 
by President Marshall W. Brown. 

This sum will be given by a Clinton family on 
a dollar-for-dollar matching basis as funds are 
contributed from other sources in the home 
area campaign within Laurens and Newberry 
counties. 
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ABANDONED TO CuristT. L. E. Maxwell. Wil- 
liam B. Eerdman’s. $3.00. 


Dr. Maxwell has the ability to set forth the 
heart of the Christian Gospel clearly and _ pro- 
foundly. Here the revealed mystery of the Cross, 
where death in Christ beccmes a gateway into 
life and liberty, is brought to bear upon our 
lives with such concrete effectiveness that no 
one can read this earnest and challenging book 
and remain unchanged by it. This volume will 
lead to a conviction of sin, confession, forgive- 
ness, and a new dedication. The truths ex- 
pressed here grip the heart and move the will. 
It shows the difference between superficial 
Christianity and genuine Christianity. If any- 
one desires to know the meaning of Christian 
consecration, here is the volume to read. 


Worp STUDIES IN ROMANS. Kenneth S. Wuest. 
William B. Eerdman’s. $3.00. 


This book is written for the Bible student 
who is not conversant with Greek but who would 
like to work beneath the surface of an English 
translation of the untranslatable richness and 
added accuracy which the original text affords. 
This is done by the use of word studies, inter- 
pretive material, and an expanded translation. 
Dr. Wuest is an able Greek student and the 
word studies here bring out a far richer and 
clearer meaning of the Greek word than any 
simple English word can do. This careful and 
painstaking work will enable any one who de- 
sires to know more about Paul’s letter to the 
Romans to gain new insights into his priceless 
letter. 


WALKs OF Jesus. B. Lewis. John Knox Press. 
$1.50. 

The implications of Christian discipleship is 
the theme of the eleven meditations by Miss 
Lewis. St. John counselled Christians “to walk 
even as He walked.’”’ The author believes that 
Christians should sincerely endeavor to do just 
this, She points out that over 100 times, we 
read of a walk He took. The development of 
this theme is a rewarding study. Miss Lewis 
writes, “Within the limits of these pages we 
can retrace only a few of those walks, but the 
earnest follower of Jesus has but to open his 
Bible and embark upon his own quest to trace 
them all and to find within plentiful direction 
for his own walk through life. No area of life 
is left untouched. Jesus as a man experienced 
life in all of its glory and hardship. We who 
seem always to be going some place from end- 
less trips can walk in His steps, take our direc- 
tion from His own, follow where He has already 
led. To run ahead of Him is to stumble blindly. 
To linger behind and miss the footprints He 
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ANGELS IN PINAFORES 
HEAVEN IN MY HAND 


MOMENTS OF ETERNITY 


to everyone. 


WALKS OF JESUS 
by B. Lewis 


GIFT BOOKS 


In keeping with the true spirit of Christmas 


by Alice Lee Humphreys 
All the charm and simplicity of childhood are revealed 


in these volumes which contain fascinating glimpses into 
the lives of six-year-olds. 


by Betty W. Stoffel 


Simple and moving poems about things that mean most 


IN TUNE WITH NATURE’S VOICE 
by Elizabeth McE. Shields 
Word pictures in poetry, designed to reveal the work of 
God the Creator, and to indicate some of the ways in 
which His voice is heard. 


Inspirational messages which give us a fresh approach 
to the resources of Christ for our daily living. 


each $2.00 


$1.25 


$1.50 


made is to lose cur direction altogether. What 


a glorious walk life can be if we adjust our 
stride to the Master’s and walk with Him.” 


One of the most stimulating chapters is Num- 
ber Three called ‘His Walks in the Sanctuary.” 
Miss Lewis states, “We think with shame of 
the frequent absences from our churches— 
empty pews often on excuses no stronger than 
the weather! We sacrifice nothing to go and 
lament if demands are made upon us for extra 
time or for money. Jesus went as was His 
custom. We go if that is the choice we make 
when the clock chimes the hour of worship, 
and even when we go often the way is not 
marked with joyous songs and praise and an- 
ticipation.”” This chapter as well as the whole 
book impresses upon the reader that the truly 
growing Christian will follow Christ’s example 


and engage in worship and go apart for times 
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of deepening and enriching fellowship with the 
Father. 


This book is excellent in encouragement and 
practical suggestions. Adults and also young peo- 
ple will enjoy reading this new volume. J.R.R. 


CHRIST AND THE CAESARS. Ethelbert Stauffer. 


Westminster Press. $4.50. 


The author is a well-known New Testament 
scholar. He has served as Professor of New 
Testament Learning at Erlangen University in 
Germany since 1949. In this volume he gives us 
16 historical sketches. They are the result of 
extensive research, especially in the Department 
of Coins and Metals of the British Museum. 
The book is written in dramatic style and is 
of special value to ministers who are interested 
in Bible background material. 
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